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THE NEW WHALE RULES … HOW DID WE GET HERE?
By Patrice McCarron
Maine lobstermen are bracing for the release of the National Marine Fisheries
Service’s (NMFS) draft whale rules and Biological Opinion which have been
three years in the making. What changes will the rules require of lobstermen?
How will lobstermen adapt? And how did we
get to this point?

end of the year, the death toll reached 17, with 12 attributed to Canada and
five observed in the U.S. The deaths were due to a combination of vessel strikes
(4 Canadian, 1 U.S.), entanglement (3 Canadian) and undetermined causes (5
Canadian, 4 U.S.). To make matters worse, only five right whale calves were
born.

2017
The development of the new whale rules started in earnest in 2017. Prior to that, the industry had enjoyed some relatively good news on
right whales. Lobstermen had removed more
than 30,000 miles of rope from the water by
changing over to sinking groundline in 2009
and removing vertical lines by setting longer
trawls in 2014. As lobstermen invested in these
whale protection measures, the right whale
population appeared to be increasing. The annual North Atlantic right whale stock assessments reported a growing right whale population, estimated at 325 whales in 2008, 454
whales in 2013, and 455 whales in 2017.
Unfortunately, 2017 was a perfect storm for
right whales. NMFS declared an Unusual
Mortality Event for right whales in June. By the

Lobstermen have been making adjustments to protect
North Atlantic right whales for many years.
Reuters photo.

In September of that year, Richard Pace of the
Northeast Fisheries Science Center published
a paper introducing a new method for estimating the right whale population. Previously,
the population estimate was based on a simple count of whales that had been identified
through aerial surveys within a six-year period. This method worked because right whales
predictably visited the same habitats year after
year. However, a distribution shift occurred in
2010; the right whales were going elsewhere.
This made it less likely that a significant portion of the population would be observed and
cataloged, necessitating a statistical modeling
approach to estimate the population.
The model had two significant findings. First,
it turned out that the right whale population
had not been increasing since 2010. According
to the model, the population peaked in 2010
at 458 whales and then began to decline. The
Continued on page 6
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TARIFF, ECONOMIC RELIEF
COME TO LOBSTERMEN
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine lobster industry has faced more than its share of challenges over the past few years. The industry has weathered unfavorable trade regulations which have made Maine lobster less
competitive in the European and China markets, gotten through
massive reductions in herring supply, braced for new whale regulations and have been taking it one day at a time as the economic
realities of the pandemic have unfolded during 2020.

Kennebunk, ME 04043

During the past few months lobstermen have seen additional actions favorable to the Maine lobster industry.

P.O. Box 315

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance

The lobster industry welcomed news from Congress this spring
that sole-proprietors and the self-employed were included in the
COVID-relief packages for small businesses. For the first time, the
self-employed were eligible for pandemic unemployment benefits,
as well as loan programs from the SBA to cover payroll and other
costs.

In August, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and
European Union (EU) Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan announced
that the EU would remove an 8% tariff on live lobster and an upto-20% tariff on processed lobster, retroactive to August 1. In exchange, the U.S. will reduce tariffs by 50% on selected goods imported from Europe.
In September, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced creation of a $527 million seafood trade relief program to
offset economic harm caused by retaliatory Chinese tariffs on seaContinued on page 10
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

October brings about a clear close to the months of summer warmth and outdoor living. For lobstermen, however,
the season is in full gear. Hundreds of thousands of pounds
of lobster will pass over wharves throughout the coast of
Maine and leave the state bound for processors and consumers throughout the country and the world.
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Maine lobster zone councils have also been active this
summer. Keliher notes, “Maine lobstermen have remained
engaged in the process leading up to the proposed federal whale rule. Despite restrictions from COVID-19 on inperson meetings, there has been excellent participation in
zone council sub-committee meetings over video conference technology.” The plans put forth will be voted on by
the zone councils and will form part of DMR’s comments
on NOAA’s proposed whale rules.

Any small business needs to do what it can to keep as
much of its profits as possible. A University of Maine initiative aims to help the Maine lobster industry do just that.
Researchers have created a “FitBug” for lobsters and a fake
lobster made up of monitoring devices, known as “Mock
Lobster,” to understand how
to keep more lobsters alive
as they move from trap to
dealer. These small devices
are packed with monitors to
track environmental factors
from the boat to the dealer,
and assess the effects of enThe lobster industry saw exvironmental stress on the
ports to China nosedive in
animals during their jour2018 as a result of an intenneys. Ultimately, these desifying trade war between
vices what help the industry
China and the U.S. Tariffs of
understand causes of lobup to 35% on U.S. lobsters
ster mortality as they pass
caused sales to China to disthrough the supply chain.
appear abruptly.
“Before the project ends [in
A surprise change in tariff policy should benefit
In September, however,
two years] we will be able
the Maine lobster industry. AP photo.
the U.S. Department of
to identify where the stressAgriculture (USDA) anors are in the supply chain
nounced a $527 million
and work with industry to
Seafood Trade Relief Program to offset that economic find cost-effective ways to correct those problems,” Cassie
damage. Maine lobstermen are eligible to receive 50 cents Leeman, project coordinator, said.
for every pound of lobster landed in 2019, up to a limit of
$250,000. Maine landed nearly 101 million pounds of lob- Meanwhile, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
ster in 2019, valued at $485.4 million. Fishermen targeting Commission (ASMFC) has made a momentous shift in
other commercial species will receive between one and 76 how it will manage menhaden, a fish species that has become popular with lobstermen as bait as herring stocks
cents per pound.
have diminished. The ASMFC voted this summer to use
This fall will also see the publication by NOAA of draft rule Ecological Reference Points (ERPs) for the management of
and biological opinion addressing interactions between menhaden.
fishermen and endangered North Atlantic right whales.
The draft rule was submitted on July 8 to the Office of ERPs consider the role played by a fish species within the
Management and Budget which has 90 days to review it. larger ecosystem, i.e. what importance it has as a predator
Lobstermen and members of the public will have 75 days or prey. Management decisions for menhaden now will be
to submit feedback on the agency’s management alterna- based on how it interacts with other species, in particular
tives. NMFS plans to hold a series of online webinars to striped bass, a species whose population remains low and
explain the management alternatives put forward in the is particularly sensitive to menhaden stock fluctuations.
Proposed Rule and will take public comment. The agency The 2021-2022 quota for menhaden, which will be set by
will also schedule office hours for fishermen to call with the ASMFC this month, will be based on ERPs, a fact that
questions or comments, and NMFS will accept written has lobstermen worried.
comments. The courts set a May 31, 2021 deadline the pub- Landings continues its series on wind energy developments
lication of the Final Rule.
in the Gulf of Maine with a look at Governor Mills’ Wind
In Landings this month we hear from Department of Energy Initiative. In addition, a joint venture was created
Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Pat Keliher. As this year between Mitsubishi and RWE Renewables to conCommissioner Keliher notes, “2020 has been one for the struct and operate New England Aqua Ventus, the demonbooks.” But, he writes, there has been some good news dur- stration wind energy project south of Monhegan Island.
ing a year of pandemic. Whale activist Max Strahan’s legal The cost to create the single turbine tower, which will float
case against Maine lobstermen foundered in August when on concrete hulls designed and created by the University, is
the Bangor District Court judge denied Strahan’s request estimated to be $100 million.
for a preliminary injunction to prevent DMR and NOAA
from licensing any fishing gear using vertical buoy ropes in
both state and federal waters.

Finally, it’s been a summer like no other, with restaurants
closed and summer festivals cancelled. Even the ubiquitous
cruise ships have been absent from Maine’s harbors due to
COVID-19 restrictions. But that didn’t keep some other big
boats from visiting the state. Several of those private yachts,
such as the 453-foot Rising Sun, raised eyebrows simply because of their size. Others made life more difficult for local
lobstermen when they sought anchorage in areas set with
lobster gear. Overall, however, the big boats behaved well.
“They work with us,” Laurin Brooks, a Kennebunkport lobsterman said. “But they need a place where no one fishes.”
We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and welcome
your feedback.
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Some good news arrives for Maine lobstermen

By Patrick Keliher
2020 has been one for the books. The bad news has been relentless. But, fortunately, there’s been some good news along the way.
Good News in the Courts
In August we learned that United States District Judge Lance E. Walker issued an order denying a motion for interim injunctive relief from litigant Max
Strahan. Strahan had requested, in part, that the Court issue a preliminary injunction to prevent DMR and NOAA from licensing any fishing gear utilizing
vertical buoy ropes in both state and federal waters.
In August we also learned that District Judge James Boasberg ruled that NMFS,
not the court, should manage this fishery by giving the agency more time to
render a new Biological Opinion. This ruling will provide the time necessary to
ensure protections for right whales and the continued viability of Maine’s critically important lobster industry. Both decisions recognize that these critically
important management decisions should be in the hands of NMFS and fishermen, not the courts.
An Engaged Industry
I’m proud to see how Maine lobstermen have remained engaged in the process leading up to the proposed federal whale rule. Despite restrictions from
COVID-19 on in-person meetings, there has been excellent participation in
zone council sub-committee meetings over video conference technology. Plans
resulting from these meetings will be voted on by each zone council. The outcome of those votes will become a part of our agency comments on the proposed rule. We know that there were concerns with the Maine draft plan and
I appreciate and support the zone councils giving us the needed information
pertaining to the fishing complexities within their home zone.

required revenue loss, making each harvester
eligible and greatly simplifying the application
process. But this is 2020. Nothing is easy.
DMR’s landings program has done a tremendous amount of work to verify the loss experienced by individual harvesters so you don’t have
to go through this difficult and time-consuming
process. Soon, we will be reaching out by mail
and email to let you know if our records indicate
Patrick Keliher is the
that you have experienced the required revenue
Commissioner of the
loss, or if our records show that you haven’t. If
Department of Marine
our landings data shows you haven’t experiResources. DMR photo.
enced the required loss of revenue and you are
therefore ineligible, you’ll be able to appeal that finding as part of the application process.
We’re also using a small portion of the CARES Act money to help Maine’s seafood industry deal with the market loss and consumer trends resulting from
COVID-19 by developing a branding and promotion program. By highlighting
the attributes that make Maine seafood exceptional, by helping consumers
find it, and by helping them understand how to prepare it at home, the promotion and branding effort will help address both the challenge and opportunity
presented by COVID-19.
Continued on page 25

I anticipate the proposed rule will be published soon and encourage every one
of you to make sure your voice is heard when the opportunity for public comment is provided.
Relief is on the Way
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DMR anticipates that letters to fishermen will be mailed by about October
9, arriving during the week of October 12. The application period will begin
on October 19. The letter and an FAQ will explain what information each
fisherman will need, allowing time to get organized before the application
period begins. Also, it’s important to note that the letters will only give a
determination of whether the individual is eligible to apply or not; it will
not include the percentage of loss found for each individual.
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CARES Act — Negotiations with NOAA on our CARES Act spend plan have just
been completed. As I indicated earlier this month, we were initially led to believe that we could certify that the whole lobster industry had experienced the

Letter to industry on CARES funds
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GOVERNOR MILLS MOVES FORWARD ON
OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENT
By Melissa Waterman
In June 2019, Governor Janet Mills created the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative
to enable the state of Maine to identify opportunities for offshore wind development in the Gulf of Maine and to determine how Maine can best position itself
to benefit from future offshore wind projects.
The Maine Offshore Wind Initiative was charged with promoting compatibility
between potential future and existing uses in the Gulf of Maine, specifically addressing any impact on Maine’s commercial fishing and maritime industries
when considering offshore wind sites. In addition, the Offshore Wind Initiative
was given responsibility for Maine’s participation in the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) Gulf of Maine Task Force, which was created last year to
identify opportunities for renewable energy leasing and development on the
Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Maine.
In March, Governor Mills identified the port of Searsport as a leading site in
Maine to support the transportation, assembly and fabrication of offshore wind
turbines and called for a study to further analyze the possibilities. That study is
now underway by Moffat and Nichol of Portland. It includes an evaluation of
the port’s assets and its future needs to support offshore wind. The study also
will include an assessment of the infrastructure specifically needed for floating

offshore wind turbines and a market analysis of the East Coast offshore wind
industry to understand the level of investment needed. The report is expected
by the end of 2020.
We asked Anthony Ronzio, deputy director of the Governor’s Office of Policy
Innovation & the Future, a few questions about the Initiative. The responses
have been edited for clarity and length.
Who is involved in the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative, i.e. which state
agencies and people?
The Maine Offshore Wind Initiative is led by the Governor’s Energy Office (GEO),
in collaboration with several other state agencies, including the Governor’s
Office of Policy Innovation and the Future, Department of Marine Resources,
Department of Economic and Community Development, Department of
Transportation (DOT), Department of Environment, Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, and Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry.
The GEO engages with relevant state and private entities as necessary for specific components of the Initiative. For instance, Governor Mills identified the
port of Searsport as a leading site in Maine to support the transportation, assembly and fabrication of offshore wind turbines this past March and called
for a study to further analyze this opportunity. The study is currently under
way, with the GEO coordinating with the DOT, which is managing the study
contract. DOT and the contractor are working with various public and private
entities, including the town of Searsport and Sprague Energy (the owner of the
terminal), to analyze the potential for Mack Point to support the offshore wind
industry.
Dan Burgess, director of the GEO, and Hannah Pingree, Director of the
Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and Future, are overseeing this the
Initiative. The lead staffer at GEO for the Initiative is deputy director Celina
Cunningham. Cunningham’s duties include responsibly advancing renewable
energy in Maine while prioritizing Maine’s existing natural resources and values. Prior to joining the GEO in March, Cunningham spent more than a decade working in the public sector, including in the Bureau of Ocean Energy
BOEM in the U.S. Department of the Interior as well as in the U.S. House of
Representatives, handling energy and natural resources issues including fisheries management. Under the Initiative, the GEO engages with policy and technical staff in relevant agencies as needed to ensure that any actions coming out
of the Initiative are appropriately informed by the expertise and priorities of
other agencies.
What other actions is the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative taking?
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In addition to the Searsport study, the GEO, through the Initiative, is monitoring the New England Aqua Ventus project as well as representing Maine in
BOEM’s Task Force on developing wind energy in the Gulf of Maine.
Further, the GEO has contracted Laura Singer to informally engage with
members of the fishing industry and to work on developing an organizational
framework for the Initiative. COVID-19 has impacted the timing of her efforts
but a structure for engagement is developing that will include a fisheries working group. The fisheries working group will be a forum in which to share information and advance ideas or address concerns the fishing industry may have.
The GEO is also awaiting a decision from the Economic Development
Administration (EDA) , a federal agency within the Department of Commerce,
on a grant application to advance offshore wind planning. The grant would
be used to take a broad perspective on port and infrastructure assets, manufacturing and supply chain needs, and workforce development, in addition to
environmental and fisheries issues. Since the grant has not been awarded yet,
we can’t delve into detail, but can say the funds would be used to build a comprehensive plan to advance offshore wind for Maine that is collaborative and
has a substantial focus on stakeholder engagement, including fisheries.
How does or will the Initiative address its goal in “promoting compatibility between potential future uses and existing uses in the Gulf of Maine to
inform offshore wind siting considerations and minimize any impact on
Maine’s commercial fishing and maritime industries”?
Maine’s fishing industry is critical to our state’s economy and to our cultural
heritage. The state is committed to work collaboratively with the industry to
develop offshore wind while minimizing conflict with fishing interests. This
will include open dialogue to identify the areas of greatest concern to members of the industry and to seek ways to address those concerns throughout
the process.
Identifying and addressing data gaps and research needs is an important part
of the Initiative. While there is a great deal of information available about marine uses and activities in the Gulf of Maine, it is widely acknowledged that
there is a large gap in reliable data about the spatial footprint of the Maine
lobster fishery. The state also recognizes the need for further collaborative research, which could help us fill important data gaps and develop technology,
Continued on next page
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MAINE AQUA VENTUS GAINS CORPORATE SUPPORT
By Melissa Waterman
The long and winding path of the University of Maine’s planned floating wind
power demonstration project off Monhegan Island, known as Maine Aqua Ventus,
took another turn this year when Diamond Offshore Wind, a subsidiary of the
Mitsubishi Corporation, and RWE Renewables announced they would be partners with the University on the project. The two companies have formed a joint
venture corporation called New England Aqua Ventus LLC, which will acquire,
develop and eventually operate the floating wind project, according to a press
release. The cost for the demonstration project is estimated to be $100 million.
The University of Maine, whose Advanced Structures and Composites Center
has been the driver of the project since its inception, designed a floating
wind turbine, called VolturnUS, and tested it as a 1:8 model in Castine in 2013
with plans to deploy a full-scale floating turbine off Monhegan. Under the
new agreement, the University will own the intellectual property behind the
Center’s floating hull concept and will license the technology to New England
Aqua Ventus. The Advanced Structures and Composites Center will continue
working on design and engineering, research and development and post-construction monitoring. New England Aqua Ventus hopes to finalize design work
in 2021 and begin construction in 2023.
“It’s a big endeavor,” says Chris Wisseman, CEO of Diamond Offshore Wind, in a
Maine Public interview earlier this summer. “It will take a couple years really, to
get this off the ground right. To prove that we can build it with Mainers, deploy it
safely and really use it as a laboratory for everybody to learn from.” New England
Aqua Ventus hired Genevieve McDonald, a Stonington lobsterman and member
of the Maine Legislature, to be its liaison with fishing communities.
Currently the New England Aqua Ventus design is for a single 10- to 12-megawatt turbine. The largest floating offshore wind turbines operating today are
6-megawatt turbines, part of Equinor’s ( formerly Statoil) Hywind Scotland site.
The Aqua Ventus single turbine will float on hulls made of concrete, which will
be created in small sections and then assembled on site. The hulls will float
semi-submerged and be held in position by three mooring lines anchored to
the seabed; a subsea cable will convey electricity from the turbine to the Maine
power grid. The estimated $100 million price tag is due to the lack of economies
of scale for a one-turbine project and the fact that building and deploying a
floating wind project has never been done before in this country.
The goals of the project, located south of Monhegan Island, are to demonstrate
that the floating turbine can operate successfully at full size, to work with lo-

cal contractors and manufacturers to generate local economic benefit, and to
provide renewable energy for the state. “So we come in as developer, we are
essentially restarting development, selecting the final turbines, we are working
on all the engineering details, and so the collaboration with the University is to
finish that development, and now get it ready for construction,” Wisseman said.
New England Aqua Ventus is not the only entity in the race to deploy larger
floating wind turbines. Hywind Scotland Equinor has been generating 30-megawatts of power since 2017 through deployment of 6-megawatt floating turbines. The company is now developing an 88-megawatt Hywind Tampen project to power two offshore drilling operations in the North Sea.
In September, the oil company BP and Equinor announced their own joint
partnership related to U.S. offshore wind development. BP paid $1.1 billion for
a 50% stake in Equinor’s Empire Wind project off New York and its planned
Beacon Wind project off southern New England.
The Empire Wind project, located in the New York Bight south of Long Island,
has an 816-megawatt contract with New York state; the wind farm is scheduled for completion in 2024. The Beacon Wind project, located south of
Massachusetts, is still in the development and permitting phase. Equinor and
BP “will consider future joint opportunities in the U.S. for both bottom-fixed
and floating offshore wind,” according to an Equinor statement.

The New Players
Diamond Offshore Wind is a subsidiary of the Mitsubishi Corporation, and
German-based RWE Renewables.
Mitsubishi Corporation has been involved in wind turbine construction and
installation since the 1980s, supplying nearly 4.4 gigawatts of wind power
generators throughout the world.
Mitsubishi recently joined with Vestas Wind Systems A/S, a Danish manufacturer of wind power turbines, to establish MHI Vestas Offshore Wind A/S,
a joint-venture company specializing in offshore wind power systems.
RWE Renewables is a global company involved in producing electricity from
renewable sources, specifically photovoltaics and land- and sea-based wind
farms. The company’s website reports that its RWE Renewables Americas
division ranks among the top 10 land-based wind companies in the U.S., operating 24 wind farms across the country.

Offshore Wind Initiative continued from page 4

design, and operational innovations that will help minimize potential impacts.
Through the Initiative, we hope to gather input from the fishing industry so
that it can inform the state’s participation in the federal leasing process and
ensure that the input from Maine’s fishing industry is considered by BOEM. We
will carry this forward in any future activities the state undertakes, including in
presentations, meetings, or official comments GEO provides to BOEM.
How does the Initiative contribute to the BOEM task force on wind power
development in the Gulf of Maine?
BOEM’s planning and leasing process begins by establishing an
Intergovernmental Renewable Energy Task Force in states and regions that
have expressed an interest in development of offshore renewable energy. BOEM
invited Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts to participate in a Gulf of
Maine Task Force to identify potential opportunities for renewable energy
leasing and development on the Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Maine.
Although the BOEM Task Force membership comprises only government representatives, its meetings are open to the public and stakeholders are encouraged to participate, either in-person or through written comments throughout
the process. The GEO is the lead agency for Maine on the Task Force. We participated in the first Task Force meeting, which was held on December 12, 2019.
Going forward, the GEO will provide information to BOEM to be certain that
decisions are made in consideration of Maine’s interests, including input from
the fishing industry. Throughout the BOEM process, the GEO will work with
Maine’s fishing industry and other stakeholders to gather feedback on ideas
and concerns and share opportunities for stakeholders to provide input to
BOEM. BOEM will gather information through the Task Force that is critical to
its decision-making for any offshore wind activities in federal waters.
What form will “solicit the participation of interested stakeholders and
the public” take and when?
The Initiative will include a working-group structure, including a fisheries working group. These meetings will be open to public participation. In addition, if
the EDA grant is awarded, the state will have resources to conduct broader engagement with the industry and the public to discuss offshore wind and any
associated planning efforts.
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model also found that female right whales had a lower survival rate than males,
resulting in fewer females and thus a lower reproductive potential. In 2015,
there were 1.46 males per females (272 males, 186 females), compared to 1.15
males per female in 1990 (142 males, 123 females).
In October 2017, NMFS released the North Atlantic Right Whale 5-Year Review,
as required under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 5-Year Review affirmed the endangered status of right whales, noting a wide range of threats
facing right whales including threats to habitat, disease, inadequacy of regulatory protections to address ship strikes and entanglements in the U.S. and
Canada, declining right whale health, and stress due to climate change. As a result, NMFS reinitiated a Section 7 consultation under the ESA of the American
lobster fishery to replace the 2014 Biological Opinion and renewed its commitment to modify the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan with new
measures to protect right whales.

2018
Several environmental groups wanted to see more stringent protections in
place for right whales and in January 2018, filed suit against NMFS claiming
that the lobster fishery had not done enough to protect the species. With growing pressure to increase protections for right whales, the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA) organized a series of meetings with lobstermen to share
data on the right whale decline and to begin brainstorming additional whale
protection measures lobstermen could consider. The MLA also became an intervenor in the court case. That spring, NMFS organized several Take Reduction
Team subgroup meetings to consider the potential for new gear marking, weak
rope and ropeless fishing as management options in the next whale plan.
In September of 2018, NMFS published a Technical Memo, North Atlantic Right
Whales - Evaluating Their Recovery Challenges in 2018, which highlighted many
of the challenges facing right whales, such as entanglement, vessel strikes and
climate change. The report, however, focused predominantly on the potential
risk of the lobster fishery to right whales, based in large part on the scale of the
fishery. The Take Reduction Team convened in October 2018 to discuss potential modification to the whale plan -- such as closures, trap limits, weak rope,
ropeless fishing and gear marking -- to reduce the risk of serious injury and
death from fixed gear fisheries to right whales.
2018 was a far less lethal year for right whales than 2017, yet there were three
reported deaths: one in Canadian snow crab gear and two from entanglements
with no gear present found in the U.S. Unfortunately, there were no right whale
calves born in 2018.

2019
NMFS scheduled a Take Reduction Team meeting in April 2019 to finalize
management options for inclusion in the new whale plan. To prepare for the
meeting, DMR held three industry meetings in March to discuss potential
management approaches with lobstermen. In the days leading up to the Take
Reduction Team meeting, NMFS announced via email that modifications to the
whale plan must achieve a 60% risk reduction target. NMFS followed the email
with release, just days before the meeting, of a preliminary computer model
it would use to assess the conservation benefit of all proposed modifications
to the whale plan. Several state agencies and the MLA expressed strong concern about the 60% risk reduction goal, yet NMFS held firm that only proposed
changes to the whale plan that meet that standard would be considered. With
no viable alternatives, the Take Reduction Team agreed that the next round of
modifications to the whale plan must achieve a 60% risk reduction.
In June, DMR held seven industry meetings to present a ‘strawman’ proposal to
lobstermen that would achieve the 60% risk reduction goal through removal of
vertical lines and use of weak points in vertical lines. DMR also solicited feedback on creating a unique and expanded gear marking system for the Maine
lobster fishery to improve identification of any gear removed from whales.
More than 1,000 lobstermen turned out to weigh in on the DMR proposals,
which considered trap limits of 400, 500, 600 or 800 traps in combination with
more aggressive trawling up requirements based on distance from shore. These
‘strawman’ proposals would apply to all Maine lobstermen, including those
who fish in exempt waters. Maine lobstermen soundly rejected this management approach.

Known entanglements in Maine lobster gear were rare, with only one confirmed in 2002 and an additional case in 2004 in which Maine lobster gear was
not the primary source of entanglement. Both interactions in Maine lobster
gear resulted in non-serious injuries. As a result of its analysis, in August the
MLA withdrew its support for the Take Reduction Team agreement and challenged NMFS on its approach to mandate new whale protection measures
solely for the lobster fishery.
DMR released its draft whale paln in August but cancelled its scheduled outreach meetings due to a lack of guidance from NMFS on how the plan would
be reviewed. DMR ultimately held three industry meetings in November to
discuss the draft plan, which eliminated proposed trap reductions in favor of
increasing traps per trawl based on distance from shore in combination with
required weak points in endlines.
The proposal received mixed reviews from lobstermen. While most agreed that
it was a vast improvement over the ‘strawman’ proposals discussed in June,
many were concerned that the trawl lengths were too long for many of Maine’s
vessels, and were worried about the danger of fishing longer trawls with weakened endlines.

2020
DMR submitted its draft whale plan to NMFS in January 2020. DMR’s plan proposed a minimum of triples from the exemption line to the 3 mile line, minimum of 8’s (or 4’s with one endline) from 3 to 6 miles, minimum of 15’s (or 8’s
with one endline) from 6 to 12 miles, and 25’s outside of 12 miles. The plan also
required the use of weak points in vertical lines with one weak point half way
down the line from the shore to 3 miles, two weak points located a quarter and
half way down the line from 3 to 12 miles, and one weak point a third of the way
down the line outside of 12 miles. DMR also mandated comprehensive new
gear marking requirements for Maine lobstermen to begin in September 2020.
In 2020, the federal court case filed against NMFS by the environmental groups
moved forward in Washington, D.C. district court. In April, the judge ruled that
NMFS had violated the ESA when in 2014 it continued to permit the lobster
fishery without including an Incidental Take Permit for right whales in the
Biological Opinion. The court determined that the Biological Opinion was invalid. In August, the judge considered arguments on how to remedy the ESA violation since the lobster fishery cannot legally operate without a valid Biological
Opinion. Ultimately, the judge ruled in favor of NMFS, giving the agency until
May 31, 2021 to complete the final whale rule and Biological Opinion for right
whales.
NMFS’s Proposed Rule for the lobster fishery is expected by October 8. NMFS’s
Greater Atlantic Regional Office (GARFO) submitted the draft rule to the federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) on July 8 for a 90-day review. OMB
can extend its review an additional 30 days, which could delay the Proposed
Rule until early November. The deadline set by the court for adoption of the
Final Rule is May 31, 2021.
Meanwhile, DMR has been conducting a three-year study of vertical lines used
in the New England lobster fishery. This work has included determining the
breaking strength of varying line diameters, and working closely with lobstermen this summer to test ideas for weak point options, such as various knots
and splices (sheet bends, lazy splices and dogbones).
An important component of Maine’s proposed whale plan is an option for conservation equivalencies, a provision which would allow individual lobster management zone councils to alter the state’s plan to better fit the zone’s needs
without increasing risk to whales. This enables lobstermen in different zones to
finetune the state’s measures to better suit their local fishing practices, oceanographic conditions, and safety concerns. Earlier this summer each zone council formed a sub-committee to consider conservation equivalency measures to
better serve the needs of local fishermen. These measures were voted on by the
full zone councils in late September and early October. DMR will include any
conservation equivalencies adopted by zone councils in its recommendations
to NMFS for inclusion in the Final Rule.

What’s next

The summer of 2019 was marked by much outrage from the lobster industry, sparking a rally in Stonington in July and significant engagement from
Governor Mills and Maine’s Congressional delegation. NMFS held four “scoping meetings” in August in Maine to explain the need for the lobster industry
to implement additional whale conservation measures and to solicit feedback
on the range of options that the agency was considering in the new whale plan.

When the OMB review is completed and the Proposed Rule is released by
NMFS, lobstermen and the public will have 75 days to submit feedback on the
management alternatives set forth within it. NMFS plans to hold a series of
online webinars to explain those management alternatives and will take public
comments at that time. The agency will also schedule office hours for fishermen to call with questions or comments and will accept written comments.
NMFS will also release a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) with
the Proposed Rule and provide a 45-day public comment period.

By late summer, the MLA had completed its analysis of NMFS’ data to understand the prevalence of lobster gear in right whale serious injuries and mortalities and to assess the effectiveness of the whale protection measures already in
place. The results showed a striking 90% reduction in entanglements known to
have occurred in U.S. lobster gear.

The draft Biological Opinion is expected to be released on a parallel track with
the Proposed Rule. The Biological Opinion will be released to the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission, the New England Fishery Management Council,
and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council for review. Public comment
on it will be received through the Councils and Commission.

MLA’s analysis showed that prior to 2010, there were 10 documented right
whale entanglements in lobster gear, resulting in one mortality in 2002. Since
2010, there has been only one known right whale entanglement in lobster gear
which occurred in Massachusetts, resulting in a non-serious injury.
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In response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
MLA has suspended all
in-person meetings.

STEAMING AHEAD
Like most of you, I await the release of the draft whale rules
with a mixture of dread and anxiety. While no one knows
for sure what alternatives NMFS will propose in the new
rules, they are sure to generate much angst and controversy.
These rules have been under development for about three
years, kicking off in earnest in 2017 when 17 right whales
died. That year NMFS declared an Unusual Mortality
Event for right whales, released its 5-Year Right Whale
Review and re-initiated a Section 7 Consultation under the
Endangered Species Act for a new Biological Opinion on
the risk that the lobster fishery poses to endangered right
whales. It was also the year we learned that the right whale
population had been in decline since 2010.
It is important for lobstermen to understand that we are
now three years into the development of new whale rules.
That means that many of the
key decisions about what
is and is not possible under
these rules have already been
made. And in his August ruling, Judge Boasberg of the
Washington, D.C. district
court made it clear that if the
new whale plan and Biological
Opinion are not finalized by
May 31, 2021, the fishery could
be shut down.

Act on the operation of the federal fisheries with the new
management measures.”
Based on this, Maine lobstermen should expect to see at
least one alternative that includes the DMR plan or is at
least based in large part on the DMR plan. DMR’s plan proposes significant increases in the minimum traps per trawl
along the coast based on distance from shore, and the inclusion of one or two weak points incorporated into the
vertical lines. DMR has been working with the zone councils this summer to explore conservation equivalencies to
tweak this approach to better fit the needs of each zone.
DMR conducted significant outreach with the industry to
draft its proposal, including three meetings in March to
brainstorm potential options, seven meetings in June to
get industry feedback on “strawman” proposals that included trap reductions and
trawling up measures, and
three meetings in November
to get input on the revised
draft proposal for submission
to NMFS that included trawling up and weak points. Well
over 1,000 lobstermen attended these meetings.
While DMR’s plan is based on
a great deal of industry input,
it has been met with mixed
reviews. The MLA voted not
to support the plan because it
seeks reductions that exceed
the documented risk posed
by the Maine lobster fishery
as demonstrated in MLA’s
analysis, which shows a low
incidence of right whale entanglement in Maine lobster

NMFS drew some firm lines
early on to guide development
of these rules. Most imporLobstermen will learn the particulars of NMFS’s
tantly, NMFS established a risk
new whale rules when the draft is released this
reduction goal of 60% and will
month. K. Bennett photo.
require new whale conservation measures to achieve this
level of risk reduction. Since it was abruptly announced in gear.
April 2019, the MLA has strongly opposed the 60% risk re- But beware … If you don’t like any given proposal, it is
duction target. The MLA remains concerned that this risk likely that you will like the alternatives even less! The enreduction goal overstates the share of risk attributed to the vironmental groups have pushed for more extensive use of
lobster fishery and downplays the role of and other com- weak rope, seasonal closures, and ropeless fishing, so it is
mercial fisheries as well as Canadian practices. The risk certainly possible that any of these management strategies
reduction target was reviewed by a panel of independent could be included in alternatives in the draft rule.
reviewers in November 2019 but they did not reach conUltimately NMFS will select one of the alternatives as its
sensus on the best approach.
“preferred alternative” for the whale plan. The selection
Nevertheless, NMFS has been unwavering that new whale will be based on an assessment of risk reduction, as well
conservation measures must achieve a 60% risk reduction. as a thorough analysis of the economic, safety, operational
When DMR submitted Maine’s draft whale plan to NMFS in impacts of each proposal.
January, the agency responded that the state’s plan may fall
short of achieving a 60% risk reduction and therefore would I am certain that there will be many objections raised over
the alternatives presented in the whale plan. The MLA rerequire additional measures, such as an offshore closure.
mains very concerned that NMFS’s 60% risk reduction tarWhile it is impossible to predict what will be in the draft get overstates the risk the Maine lobster fishery poses to
whale rules, there are a few things that one would expect right whales; we will continue to highlight that issue. The
to see. First, the Proposed Rule will put forward more industry, however, must work together to review the alterthan one option. Federal rulemaking typically includes an natives in the Proposed Rule with an eye toward minimizanalysis of a “status quo” option, in addition to several new ing operational, safety and economic issues. Remember, if
management options based on feedback received during new rules are not finalized by May, the lobster fishery can
development of the rule. In this case, that feedback would be shut down.
come from the Take Reduction Team, NMFS scoping meetings held during the summer of 2019 and the draft plans There will be a 75-day comment period for the Maine lobster industry to provide NMFS feedback on the Proposed
submitted to NMFS by the states.
Rule. It is crucial that we work collectively to ensure that
In the federal court case this summer, NMFS gave a strong the Final Rule supports all Maine lobstermen – the small
indication that the plans submitted by the states have boats and the big boats, the inshore fleet and the offshore
been included as part of the management alternatives in fleet, the kids, the young guys and the old guys, and those
the Proposed Rule. Jennifer Anderson of NMFS wrote in who fish Downeast, in the midcoast and in southern
a June court declaration, “Once all the states’ proposed Maine. The future of the Maine lobster fishery depends
measures were known, NMFS was able to analyze the ex- on all sectors of our fishery being able to continue to fish
pected conservation benefits from them, and was able to safely, efficiently, and profitably.
determine the measures to include in the federal rulemaking to accomplish the necessary conservation benefits As always, stay safe on the water.
for North Atlantic right whales. The agency was then able
to draft proposed regulations, draft a DEIS, and conduct
analysis pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species
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will reconvene via conference call to review fishing effort on October 16.
Spawning Area Closures

The Proposed Rule is expected from NMFS at any time. The Greater Atlantic
Regional Office (GARFO) submitted the draft rule to the federal Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) on July 8. OMB has 90 days to review the
rule but can extend its review an additional 30 days, which could delay the
Proposed Rule until early November.
Once the proposed rule is published, the public will have 75 days to provide
comment. NMFS has stated that it will schedule a series of online webinars
to explain the management alternatives put forward in the Proposed Rule
and will take public comment. NMFS plans to schedule office hours for fishermen to call with questions or comments, and NMFS will accept written comments. NMFS will also release a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
with the Proposed Rule and provide a 45-day public comment period. The
draft Biological Opinion is expected to be released on a parallel track with the
Proposed Rule. The Biological Opinion will be released to the ASMFC, NEFMC
and MAFMC for review. Public comment on it will be received through the
Councils and Commission.

The Atlantic herring Area 1A fishery regulations include seasonal spawning closures for portions of state and federal waters in Eastern Maine, Western Maine,
and Massachusetts/New Hampshire. Vessels in the directed Atlantic herring
fishery cannot take, land, or possess Atlantic herring caught in a spawning area
during a closure and must have all fishing gear stowed when transiting through
the area. An incidental bycatch allowance of up to 2,000 pounds of Atlantic herring per trip/calendar day applies to vessels in non-directed fisheries that are
fishing within the Western Maine or Massachusetts/New Hampshire spawning
areas.
Western Maine and Massachusetts/New Hampshire Spawning Closure
September 23 through November 3, 2020 (default closure dates).
Eastern Maine Spawning Area
August 28 through October 8, 2020. (default closure dates)
2020 Atlantic Herring Landings
For data through September 24, 2020

BAIT UPDATE

Area

Quota 2020

Landings 2020

ASMFC to Consider Menhaden Quota Reduction

1A*
1B
2
3
Total

3,214
483
3,120
4,378
11,195

2,072
32
279
4,054
6,437

Atlantic menhaden are managed by the ASMFC under Amendment 3. The
ASMFC ‘s Atlantic Menhaden Board set the total allowable catch for the 2020
fishing seasons at 216,000 metric tons. Maine’s allocation of Atlantic menhaden quota is 0.52%.
ASMFC is scheduled to set the 2020-2021 menhaden quota during its October
meeting. At its August meeting, ASMFC’s the Menhaden Management Board
approved the use of ecological reference points (ERPs) in the management
of Atlantic menhaden in order
to account for the species’ role
as an important forage fish.
Atlantic striped bass was the
focal species for the ERP definitions because it was the most
sensitive predator fish species
to Atlantic menhaden harvest
in the model. An ERP target and
threshold in the menhaden plan
would be one that sustained
striped bass.
AP photo.

The Board tasked the Atlantic
Menhaden Technical Committee to run a projection analysis to provide a variety of Total Allowable Catch (TAC) scenarios and the risk of exceeding the
ERP target to compare in setting specifications for 2021-2022. The Board will
review the projection analysis at its October meeting, which could result in a
significant reduction in quota. If a TAC is not set at the Annual Meeting, the
TAC from the previous year will be maintained.
Herring Management Area 1A
The ASMFC manages fishing effort associated with harvesting the Area 1A herring quota. The Area 1A sub-annual catch limit (ACL) is 2,957 metric tons (mt)
after adjusting for the research set-aside, the 30 mt fixed gear set-aside, and
the fact that Area 1A closes at 92% of the sub-ACL. The Board allocated 72.8%
of the sub-ACL for Area 1A to Season
1 (2,152 mt).
On September 18, ASMFC set the
Season 2 (October 1 – December 31)
days out measures and spawning
closure dates. The Season 2 quota is
914 metric tons (mt), which is 27.2%
of the Area 1A sub-annual catch limit
(ACL). The Season 2 fishery will start
of October 11/12 with three (3) consecutive landings days per week. The
Photo courtesy of the Ellsworth American.
fishery will move to two (2) consecutive landings days per week starting
October 18/19. Landings days in Maine begin on Sunday of each week at 6:00
p.m.; landing days in New Hampshire and Massachusetts begin on Monday of
each week at 12:01 a.m.
Harvesters are prohibited from landing more than 2,000 pounds of Atlantic
herring per trip from Area 1A until October 11 or 12, depending on the state.
Landings will be closely monitored; the fishery will close when 92% of Area 1A
sub-ACL is projected to be reached. The Atlantic Herring Management Board

% 2019 Quota
Landed YTD
65%
7%
9%
93%
58%

USDA RELIEF FOR LOBSTER INDUSTRY
In September the Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the Seafood
Trade Relief Program (STRP) for Maine lobstermen and other U.S. commercial
fisherman who have been “impacted by trade actions of foreign governments
resulting in the loss of exports.”
The USDA determined that commercial lobstermen are eligible to apply for
funding based on the impacts of retaliatory tariffs by China on lobster exports.
The department determined that lobstermen experienced “trade damage” estimated at a loss of 50 cents per pound.
Commercial lobstermen are eligible to apply for funds based on this formula:
(2019 pounds landed) x (50 cents). The benefit is not a grant or a loan so it does
not need to be paid back, however,
it is taxable income. No person,
business or legal entity can receive
more than $250,000 in payments
through this program. To apply,
average adjusted gross income
(AGI) for tax years 2016-2018
cannot be greater than $900,000
unless at least 75% of the AGI is
derived from farming, ranching,
forestry, seafood production, or
related activities.
MLA photo.
The application period is open for
three months, from September 14
through December 14. The program is fully funded so all applications made
will receive full consideration. Lobstermen should call their local Farm Service
Agency (FSA) office to request an application. Completed applications must be
submitted to a FSA office by mail, email, fax, or in person by appointment only.
The State FSA office phone number is 990-9140 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/me.

Many other commercial seafood species are eligible for funding through this
program: Atka mackerel, Dungeness crab, flounder, geoduck, goosefish, herring, king crab, monkfish, Pacific cod, Pacific ocean perch, pollock, sablefish,
salmon, snow crab, southern tanner crab, sole, squid, tuna, turbot.
CARES ACT FISHERIES DISASTER RELIEF
In May, Congress allocated $300 million in fisheries assistance funding under
the CARES Act to be shared among states. Maine was allocated $20,146,310.
The funding was awarded to NOAA to disburse to affected fishermen through
its Fisheries Disaster Relief Fund. This program requires an applicant to qualify
by showing a greater than 35% revenue loss for a period in 2020 as compared to
the average for the same period of the past five years. Applicants who have not
been in business for five years can use the years in which they were in business.
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DMR’s plan allocates the vast majority of these funds ($19.1 million) to direct
payments to eligible recipients in each of four sectors (commercial fishing,
aquaculture, for-hire and dealer/processor). The remainder of the funds ($1
million) will be used for a targeted marketing campaign to promote Maine seafood from the fall of 2020 through the fall of 2021, with the goal of improving
domestic markets. An additional $39,250 will be reserved for costs associated
with the administration of the eligibility, application, and appeals process.
DMR allocated $15,648,682 of the $19.1 million to the commercial fishing, aquaculture and for-hire sectors. Each eligible applicant will receive the same
payment, based on the number that qualify.
DMR estimates that in 2019 there were 8,900 commercial fishing licenses, 260
aquaculturists, and 130 for-hire vessels. At total of $3,458,377 was allocated to
the dealer/processors, of which there were an estimated 550 active licenses in
2019.
DMR’s landings program determined which license holders qualify for this
benefit, and will offer an appeals process for any license holder who disagrees
with DMR’s determination. DMR is sending letters to all harvesters informing
them whether or not they qualify.

of Kittery, Maine, and 6.04 nm
northeast of Eastern Island, the
closest of the Isles of Shoals. The
site is delineated as an 8,530 ft diameter circle on the seafloor with
its center located at 70° 26.995’ W
and 43° 1.142’ N. Water depths at
the IOSN range from 295 ft on the
western edge of the site to 328 ft
on the eastern edge as the seafloor gradually slopes from west
to east. The surficial sediments
at the site are predominately soft,
fine-grained silts and clays. The
seafloor within the site is generally a smooth, soft-textured surface
with topographic highs present
outside the western, northern,
and southeastern, boundaries of
the site.

EPA DESIGNATES ISLES OF SHOALS AS DREDGE DISPOSAL
SITE
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has finalized the designation of
the Isles of Shoals North Disposal Site (IOSN) for dredged material off the coast
of southern Maine and New Hampshire to serve the southern Maine, New
Hampshire, and northern Massachusetts coastal region. This site replaces the
Cape Arundel site scheduled to close next year, and will provide a new, longterm disposal site for federal, state and commercial marine dredging projects
in this region.
The Isles of Shoals North Disposal Site (IOSN) is located in the Gulf of Maine,
approximately 10.8 nm east of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 9.55 nm southeast
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food. Maine lobstermen are eligible to receive 50 cents for every pound of lobster landed in 2019, up to a limit of $250,000. Maine landed nearly 101 million
pounds of lobster in 2019, valued at $485.4 million. Fishermen targeting other
species that qualified for relief under this program will receive between one
and 20 cents per pound. The application process for the USDA program (www.
farmers.gov/Seafood) began on September 14 and will close on December 14.
The program is fully funded and all applicants who meet the eligibility criteria
will receive a relief payment.
Also in September, the United States International Trade Commission (USITC)
announced it will investigate the impacts of the Canada-E.U. Trade Agreement
(CETA) on the U.S. lobster industry. CETA entered into force in 2017. The investigation is the result of a letter sent from Trade Representative Lighthizer
requesting the USITC provide a complete overview of the U.S. and Canadian
lobster industries, including the trends in exports between both countries and
the U.K. and E.U.
The investigation will provide an overview on the lobster industries of the two
countries, including “information on production and catch levels, employment, processing capacity, supply chains, prices, domestic consumption, and
key factors that affect industry competitiveness.” Using that information as a
base, the investigation will examine export trends between the U.S. and Canada
and Europe, in addition to other major destination markets.
Meanwhile, financial relief for Maine fishermen through the CARES Act, passed
in March, ran into a snag late in the summer. Twenty million dollars was allocated for Maine’s commercial fishermen, dealers, processors, aquaculturists
and party-boat and charter fleet.
The law requires that recipients must certify that they have experienced a
greater than 35% loss of revenue due to the COVID-19 pandemic as compared
to their previous 5-year average.
The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) had understood that it could do
this certification at the level of the fishery, thus making every active license
holder eligible to receive funds. However, DMR was later told by NOAA that the
35% impact must be demonstrated for each individual license holder, according to an announcement from DMR in early September.

Removing tariffs on lobster and lobster products sold to the European Union could
be a shot in the arm for Maine lobstermen and lobster processors. Photo courtesy of
SeafoodNews.com.

The Department then began an analysis to determine if landings information
for the commercial fishing industry could be used to certify loss at the level
of the individual. When the analysis is completed the Department will send a
letter to each commercial fisherman stating whether the individual’s landings
information shows a greater than 35% revenue reduction.
While Maine lobstermen continue to face a variety of regulatory and economic
challenges, the recent shift in government trade policy and availability of financial relief programs will go a long way in keeping Maine’s lobster industry afloat
during these uncertain times.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

3ALES 3ERVICE -AINTENANCEAND)NSTALLATIONOF

5HJLVWHUHG(IILFLHQF\
0DLQH&RQWUDFWRU






Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

:DON,Q&RROHUV)UHH]HUV/REVWHU&KLOOHUV 7DQNV
%DLW&RROHUV)UHH]HUV,FH0DFKLQHV (TXLSPHQW3URFHVV5HIULJHUDWLRQ















&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDO
6HUYLQJDOORI1HZ(QJODQG
/LFHQVHG,QVXUHG&HUWLILHG



BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

ZZZDSSOLHGUHIULJHUDWLRQFRP

E  
 
Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

SINK
523(
86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

)/2$7
523(

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
E   
2  6 
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0DWHULDO+DQGOHUV
VW6KLIWKRXU
6HFRQG6KLIW  KRXU DQ H[WUD KRXUDIWHUSP
 DQGKRXUVKLIWVDYDLODEOHDIWHUSP
Visit LLBEANCAREERS.COM to learn DERXWRXUKHDOWKDQGVDIHW\PHDVXUHVDQGWRDSSO\
From coastal marsh to alpine forest, ecosystems depend on diversity to flourish. We believe the same is true in the workplace. That’s
why L.L.Bean is an equal opportunity employer, committed to sustaining our strengths by welcoming all kinds of people.

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

THE MLA WORKS FOR YOU

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay
207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

Become a member. Let your voice be heard.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555
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BUY AMERICAN
BUY AQUAMESH®

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Artwork courtesy of Joe Higgins of Fished Impressions

SINCE 1907

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com • sales@riverdale.com

HAMILTON

can help!

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Easy

one-stop shopping!
We have a 16,000
sq. ft. warehouse in
Searsport stocked
full of the gear and
supplies Maine
ƂUJGTOGPWUGVQ
earn their living.

Call 800-639-2715 or visit

hamiltonmarine.com
to order today!

KITTERY PORTLAND ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT SW HARBOR JONESPORT
Photo by Wayne Hamilton ©. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Chriss Anderson
Owner

In addition to all the
traps we’ve built, I
have built a lot of
friendships over the
eight years I’ve
owned this business.

In Friendshipp –
Gregg Bradley,, Jerryy Wadsworth,,
Markk Wadsworth,, Mikee Dean

But many more
friendships have been built over many more years
between our customers and the Friendship Trap team.

Not only are we committed to providing traps
that are “Built the Best, Built to Last and Built
Your Way”, we also are deeply committed to the
relationships of integrity we have with the
special people that are our customers.
Friendship Trap is more than a name to us
– it’s who we are – and we truly value your
friendships with us. And we strive to give
all our friends the best we’ve got every time!

In Columbiaa Fallss –
VJ Lenfesty,, Dannii Emerson,
Jimmyy Emerson

So thank you! We look forward to working with old friends and making many new
ones this year!
Chris and the Friendship Trap team

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

Here
H
ere to serve you!

• More engine choices.

Jerry
J
erry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy
J
immy Emerson (207) 598-7047 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.

Friendship
F
riendship Office (Greg Bradley): (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
C
olumbia Falls Office (VJ Lenfesty): (207) 483-6555
Columbia
Findd uss
V
isit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com
Visit
on Facebook

• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

DON’T LET DIABETES COST YOU AN ARM & A LEG
By U.S. Preventive Medicine
Every 17 seconds, someone in the United States is diagnosed with type 2 diabetes, a chronic condition burdening 34
million adults in the U.S. alone. Every day 230 Americans diagnosed with diabetes will suffer an amputated limb,1
according to an article published in the American Journal of Managed Care. Diabetes is the seventh leading cause of death
in the United States, and, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), having type 2 diabetes
doubles your chances of heart disease or stroke,2 the #1 cause of death today.

Diabetes is the
leading cause of
lower-extremity
amputations.
1

Every 17 Seconds
Someone in the U.S. is
diagnosed with diabetes.1

Of the diabetes patients who
suffer an amputation,

50% will die
within 2 years.1

Fortunately, type 2 diabetes is preventable with early risk detection and lifestyle changes. However, many Americans don’t
know they are at risk. More than 88 million U.S. adults have prediabetes, but 84% of them don’t know they have it,3
according to the CDC. Factors, including age, gender, race, family history, and weight, can be used to determine your
likelihood of developing type 2 diabetes.

There is a 1 in 3 chance you have prediabetes.

4

If you are at risk, changes to your diet and physical activity can drastically lower your chances of developing type 2 diabetes.
Studies show losing just 5% to 7% of your bodyweight can reduce your risk of diabetes by as much as 58%.4
By incorporating small behavior changes into your day-to-day routine, you can substantially reduce your risk over time. To
help make these lifestyle changes possible, the Maine Lobsterman Association has partnered with the State of Maine, the
CDC, and U.S. Preventive Medicine, Inc. (USPM) to offer The Preventive Plan™ to qualified members and their families.
The Preventive Plan™ is a year-long, HIPAA-secure lifestyle change program that combines mobile app technology, a
connected smart scale, and highly trained, professional health coaches to help participants lose weight and keep it off.
Participants who completed USPM’s diabetes prevention program lost an average of 7% of their starting body weight.

Beginning January 1st, members of the Maine Lobstermen's Association, and
qualified family members, will have access to The Preventive Plan™ — a
CDC-recognized diabetes prevention program — at no cost to participants.
If you are interested in participating in The Preventive Plan™, visit www.uspm.com/dpp to reserve your spot today.
Participation will be limited to the first 150 qualified participants.
1. Foluso A. Fakorede, MD. “Increasing Awareness This National Diabetes Month Can Save Limbs and Lives.” American Journal of Managed Care, November 2018,
www.cdc.gov/diabetes/basics/quick-facts.html.
2. “Diabetes And Your Heart.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, January 2020, www.cdc.gov/diabetes/library/features/diabetes-and-heart.html.
3. “Diabetes Fast Facts.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, June 2020, www.cdc.gov/diabetes/basics/quick-facts.html.
4. “Prediabetes - Your Chance to Prevent Type 2 Diabetes.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, June 2020, www.cdc.gov/diabetes/basics/prediabetes.html.
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ƐŽŶĞ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ǀĂůƵĞĚ ŽŶͲƐŝƚĞĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕ ǇŽƵĐĂŶ ƐŚŽǁƵƉ ƚŽ ǁŽƌŬĞĂĐŚĚĂǇ
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ϲ͕ϳ͕ŽƌϴŚŽƵƌƐŚŝĨƚƐĂĨƚĞƌϰƉŵ
/ŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞKƉĞŶŝŶŐƐͲ ƉƉůǇEŽǁ͊
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It’s time to join or renew at the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association.

Theresa Chipman

Our job is to support you and the
future of the industry. Please support us.
www.mainelobstermen.org
sŝƐŝƚ ůůďĞĂŶĐĂƌĞĞƌƐ͘ĐŽŵ ƚŽĂƉƉůǇͲ^ĞĂƌĐŚĨŽƌdĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇtĂƌĞŚŽƵƐĞWŽƐŝƚŝŽŶƐ
&ƌŽŵ ĐŽĂƐƚĂůŵĂƌƐŚƚŽĂůƉŝŶĞ ĨŽƌĞƐƚ͕ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵƐĚĞƉĞŶĚŽŶĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇƚŽ ĨůŽƵƌŝƐŚ͘
tĞ ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ŝƐƚƌƵĞ ŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘dŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇ>͘>͘ĞĂŶŝƐĂŶ ĞƋƵĂů
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇĞŵƉůŽǇĞƌ͕ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚƚŽƐƵƐƚĂŝŶŝŶŐŽƵƌ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚƐďǇ ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐĂůů
ŬŝŶĚƐŽĨ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
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Working
to make 2020
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU
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-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
       

October 2020 | LANDINGS | Page 15

MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

MARKETING Updates
The MLMC is hosting a series of webinars in partnership with SeafoodSource that
are designed to educate supply chain buyers about key issues for the Maine Lobster
industry. The final webinar of the series will take place on October 16 when Patrice
McCarron and Curt Brown present information about the fishery’s history of right whale
conservation efforts. In addition to educating key audiences, the MLMC also gets access
to supply chain customers who join and can be contacted as potential sales leads that
are then shared with dealers and processors.
The Maine Lobster public relations efforts shifted gears this year to focus on generating
stories about Maine Lobster that drive demand among consumers. To date, we have
secured over 80 unique stories that resulted in over 1.2 billion media impressions.
Coverage appeared in influential consumer publications such as TODAY.com, Thrillist,
Food & Wine, Real Simple and Huffington Post. Our central message was enjoying
lobster at home while also hitting traditional focuses of Maine origin, sweet flavor, and
sustainability.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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Gifts under $100

Under $100 cont’d

Under $100 cont’d

A Bright Horizon
Tele Aadsen
Robin Alden
William Alexander
Sean Allen
George Anderson
Terrance Ashton
Judith Baker
Lacie Bachelder
Nancy Beal
Kevin Beling (Drivetrain)
Thomas Bell
A. Berlin
John Blake
John and Andrea Beveridge
Theodore Boyce
Lisa Brackett
Robert L. Braun
Norman Brazer Jr.
Brynmorgan Press
Linda Burley
Peter Burnett
John and Carolyn Burr
Caitlin Callahan
Julie Carter
Patrick Conrad
William Crowell
Curtis Brand Music
Chris Cushman
Jess Daniels
Orville Darling
Nancy Davis
Howard Dentremont Jr.
Demaree DiBiase
Peter Eaton
Jon Emerson
Erin Fitzgerald
Kyle Foley
Rachel Fowlie
Kate Fox
Joshua French
Alison Galey
Tiffany Gardner
Sandra L. Gates
Kara George
William Gilpatric
Asa Goodband
Great Sea Vegetables
Rhonda Lee Green
Damian Hall
Stan Hall
Erik Hansen
Gregory D Havener
Pat Havener
Hunter Herron
Stephen Hewitt

Stanley Hodgdon
John C Holliday
Marcia Howell
Christina Hunninghaus
Craig Hutchinson
Curtis Jack
Cynthia Jensen
Alden Johnson—Scania tee
William Johnston
Evan Jones
Lori Karickoff
David King Sr.
Jackson Sam Kinney
Sumner Kinney
Paul Kinsella
Kevin Kling
Ellen Kornetsky
Robert Krist
Anthony Kurylak
Patricia LaGasse
Erin Lally
Kenneth F Lemont
Gary Libby
Patricia Linscott
Nicole Look
Daniel Lunt
Irving McConchie
James McGrath
Sarah McKinnon
Mike Mesko
Edward & Deb Meyers
John Meyn
Jed Miller
Tracy Moody
Kent & Mriam Mulliken
Eve Murray
Helen Naylor
Kyle Nichols
Robert H Oberlander
Jim O’Connell
Brent L Oliver
Mary Olsen
Pandemonium Holdings LLC
Summer Paradis
Andrea Pellechia
David Percival
Evan Pinette
Amanda Porter
Douglas Rackcliff
Darren & Nicole Randall
Jeanne Rapone
Robert Redimarker
Michelle Rioux
Rebecca Robinson
Erin Rodin
Molly Samuels
Brandon Secord

Miranda Shinn
Deanna Smith
Jim Smith
David & Joyce Southard
Tiffany Strong
Debbie Sweet
Steven R Taylor
Asa Thompson
Kelsea Tower
Ventura Fishermen’s Market
Greg Veshinfsky
Andrew Vorkink
Kenneth Weed
Wendy Wenger
Philip Wessel
Carla White
Mark White
Anne Wiedenkeller
Cynthia Wright
Scott M Young

Gifts $100 - $299
Charles Alley
Jason Alley
Jeffrey D Alley
Leigh Alley
Rick Alley Jr
Stefanie Alley
Timothy Alley
Daniel L Ames
Lawrence Ames
George P Andrews
Mike Arsenault
Elaine Dembows
Atmoscaper Design
John Bacon
Andrew Balser
Michael Balser
Larry Barker
Farrell Beal
Glenda Beal
Oscar Beal
Robert L Beal
Walter Bell
John Benning
Glenn Billings
Arthur Billings
Timothy Black
Blaine E Blackmore
Scott Blackmore
W. Kennedy Boone III
James Bourque
Phillip Bozenhard
Hugh Bowen

$100 - $299 cont’d
Kent Bradstreet
Eric Brazer
Amy Brazier
Peter W Brewer
Foy W Brown
Robert Brown
Norman Burns
Stephen Burns
Greg Bryer and Gerri Pattison
Peter W Brewer
John W Chipman
John Clinton
Daniel S Clough
Jeffrey Cockburn
Wesley Coffin
Philip R Condon
Jocelyne Coombs
Riley Coombs
Walter Coombs
Marilyn Crowell
Dennis Davis
Eric Davis
Walter Day
Alex De Koning
Fiona De Koning
Elaine Dembowski
Charles Dillon
Benjamin A Doliber
Jerry Doughty
Forrest Dow
Downeast Fishing Gear
Edgar Drew
Jordan Drouin
Earth and Water Group
Anne Eggers
Betsy Eggers
Peter Emerson
Kyle Emmons
Michael Emmons
Doris Ewing
Nathan Fagonde
A. Michael Faulkingham
Nick Faulkingham
Mary L Fay
Mark Fernald
Donald Foye
Friendship Lobster Boat Race
Committee
F/V Theresa K
Spencer Gamage
Charles Gebhardt
Ryan Geel
George’s River Canvas

$100 - $299 cont’d
Jay Glover
John Glover
Kevin Glover
Alan Gnutti
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr
Alexander Gonzalez
Chris Goodale
Jeffrey Grey
Kate Grifn & Rich Leidinger
Joe Guttentag
Kendall Hall
Jamien Hallowell
Samuel Harrington
Travis Harrington
Jessica Hathaway
Andrew Havener
Wayne Havener
Gary E. Hawkes
Bruce Heanssler
Richard & Bonnie Heanssler
Jim Henderson
Christopher Herring
Todd Hubbard
Island Fishing Gear & Napa
Auto Parts
Island Lobster Supply
Frederika Jenner
Chris Jenness
Angela Johnson
David Johnson
Ezra Johnson
Lincoln Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Robert P Johnson
Vernon Johnson
Donald Jones
Heather Jones
Keith Jordan
Samuel Joy
Carlton Joyce
Jason Joyce
Spencer Joyce
David Kaselauskas
Roger Kellett
Christopher Kelsey
Irene Kennedy
Sharon Kern
Rodney & Marcia King
Arnold Kinney
Scott S Kittredge
Knight Marine Service
Matthew D Knowlton
Continued on the next page
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$100 - $299 cont’d
Dana Knudsen
Kris Koerber
Isaac Lash
Barbara Lawrence
Edwin G Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Burton R Leach
Garrett Lemoine
Letteny Financial Advisors
Robert Levine
Heather Lewis
K Prescott Low
Nathaniel Lyon
Carol MacLeod
John Mahany
David Mahonen
Frank Maltais
Jason Mann
Thomas Marr
John Marsh
Jason Matthews
William R Matthews
Adam McAfee
Genevieve McDonald
Michael McDonough
Thomas McLennan—for Jay
Perrotta ‘s High &Tight

James R McMahan Jr
Robert McMahan
Alice McWilliams
Zachary Means
Keith Miller
Daniel Miller
Peter Miller
Ryan Miller
Edward and Mary Mitchell
William Moore
Miss Madisyn LLC
Jonathan Murphy
Karl Murphy
Peter Murphy
Nancy J Inc
Richard C Nelson
Mike Norcia
Chelsea Nunan
Cooper Nunan
Mark Nystrom
George E Olsen
Travis & Keith Otis
Philip D Page
Michael Parenteau
H. Parsons
Timothy Peabody
Nicolas Pellechia
Antonina Pelletier
Jay Perrotta—for Travis Otis’
shorn curly locks

Edward Perry
Clayton Philbrook
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots
Alton Pinkham
Port Clyde Fresh Catch
Michael Porter
Alan A Post
Gilbert Post
Richard Post
Lawrence Pye
Kelly Ralph
Chester A Rice
Edward & Linda Robbins

$100 - $299 cont’d
Peter K Roberts
Charles Rogers
Charles Rogers Jr.
John Rohrer
Steve Rosen
Daniel Sai
Susan Salmon
Patience Sampson
Saunders Fishing Inc.
Terry Savage
Christopher H Sawyer
Francis Seiders
Sandra Shepard
Coralie Sherman
Michael Sherman
Heather Sirocki
Ralph Slaven Jr
Karen Smallwood
James Smith
Lange Solberg
Tucker Soule
Hamilton D South III
Philip Spalding
Ted Spurling Jr
Jenni & Gary Steele
Craig Stewart
Cody Stewart
Lisa Stojowski
Crawford Taisey Jr.
Elliott Thomas
David Thurlow
Courtland Tolman
Dana Tracy
Lawrence Tracey
Annie Tselikis
Richard M Turner Sr.
Clelia Uhart
Alexander Varner
Allan Vitkus
Peter Vogell
Richard Waldron
Brandon Wallace
Soony Warren
Kachina Watt
Lee Watkinson
Derek Webber
Ron Weeks
Jean A Welch
Christopher Weller
Jeanne L Whittier
Walter R Willey IV
Wesley Willink
Jeret Winchenbach
Eugene C Witham
Jason Witham
Barry L Wood Sr
Cheryl Worthing
Donald Wright
Jason York
Alli Young
Chris Young
Luke Zable
Mark Zable

Gifts $300 - $499
Patrick Annis
Bob Baines
Jude Berry
Mary Blackmore & Sally
Haskell

$300- $499 cont’d
Laurin Brooks
David Bullwinkle
E. Vance Bunker
Mark Cheney
Tyler Cheney
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s
Co-op
Roger Chipman
Martha T Dudman
Timothy Dyer
John Fenwick
Adam Gamage
Frank J Gotwals
John C Griffin
Edward Hutchins II
John’s Bay Boat
‘Keag Store
William D McLain
Jim McMillan
Steve N Miller
David Neubig
Adam Scott
Sherman Stanley
Charles H Tarbox
Welch Engineering
Blaine C White
Jason Zanke

Gifts $500 - $999
Adventure Advertising of
Maine (tee-shirt sales)
Brian Alley
Joshua Ames
David Barker
Rex Benner
Mark Bennett
Randall Betts
Joel Billings
Brian Billings
David F Black
Gordon Bok
Steve Budrow
Dwight Carver
China Hill Restaurant & Bar
Jason Chipman
Herman Coombs
David Cousens
Laurie Crane
CSM, Inc.
John Daggett
Delano Seafood Shack
George Dow
Travis Doughty
John Drouin
Robert L Donnell
Bruce W Fernald
Green Flash Fisheries
Edward D Grant
Chris Guilford
Earl Hamilton
Joshua Hatch
Andrew Hawke
Nicholas Hawke
Shawn Howard
Richard Howland
Bobby Ingalls
Charles Ingalls
Alan Inzerillo
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Michael Jennings
Stuart Jones

$500 - $999 cont’d
Mark Jones
Clayton Joyce
Kennedy Marine, Inc
J Edward Knight Insurance Agy
Michael Kramp
Keith Lane
Craig Lazaro
Joseph C Locurto
Travis Lunt
Douglas McLennan
Joshua Miller
Midcoast Diesel Performance
Midcoast Marine Supply
Moody’s Gifts (tee shirts)
New Harbor Lobster Co-op
Northeast Marine Survey
Cody Nunan
Christopher Nunan
Ladd Olsen
Tara Perez
Luke Philbrook
Micah Philbrook
Mike Philbrook
Woodbury A Post
Prien Fish & Lobster
Michael S Prior
Jeffrey Putnam
William Putnam
RDR Lobster & Shellfish, LLC
Sam Rosen
Rugged Seas, Inc.
Matt Samuels
Ryan & Laurie Schoppee
John Sieders
Joseph Staples
Spruce Head Marine
David A Sullivan
David Tarr
Tranzon Auction House
Brian Tripp
John J Tripp
Michael Tripp
Jim Tripp
True North Fisheries
Vinalhaven Fishermens Co-Op
Richard Wall
Harlan Warren
Weirs Motor Sales, Inc.
Chris Welch
W.A. Fasteners
William Whitman
Peter Wildes
Eben Wilson
Winter Harbor Fishermen's
Coop
Bernd Wolff
Donald Young
Jack Young
Leonard Young
Linda Zuke

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999
Jeremy S Alley*
Jeremy Alley*
Atwood Lobster Co
Bangor Savings Bank
Beals-Jonesport Co-op Inc
Rachel Bishop*
Billings Marine Service
Bramhall’s Lobster Wharf

$1,000 - $4,999 cont’d
Jarod Bray*
Bring It Inc.
Carter’s Lobsters
Larry Coombs*
Bruce Crowley*
Dustin Delano*
Wayne Delano*
Jeffrey A Donnell*
Zachary R Donnell*
Phillip Doucette*
Dysarts
Eric Emmons*
Elizabeth Fenwick*
First National Bank
Fisherman’s Heritage Lobster
Co-op
Michael Flanigan*
Edward N Foye*
Stephen Gatcomb*
Gillespie Marine LLC
Benjamin Heanssler*
Michael Hunt*
Sam Hyler*
Journey’s End Marina
Stephen Lash*
Lee Marine
Nicholas Lemieux*
Ian Lussier*
Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Assc.
Jack Merrill III*
Jim Merriman*
Midcoast Marine Supply
Navroc Marine Electronics
New England Marine & Industrial Inc
NH Commercial Fishermen’s
Assoc.
Peter & Susan Nitze*
Matthew Nowell*
Alfred Osgood*
Jay & Lynn Perrotta (haircut)
Peter Philbrook*
Josh Polk*
Harold Poole*
Kristan L Porter*
Royal River Boat Repair, Inc
Tristan Salman*
Mark Sewall*
Jeromy Simmons*
Jay Smith Jr*
Smithwick & Mariners Ins.
So Bristol Fishermen’s Co-op
Sorrento Seafood
John Stanley*
Starlight Inc.
Stonington Lobster Co-op
Town of Stonington
David A Thomas*
Alex Todd*
Vessel Services Inc.
Southern Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
Richard Wall*
Keith Wallace*
Ronald T Watkinson*
Ted Weber*
Thomas Werner*
Jeff White*
Continued on the next page

Jay Smith $1000 challenge * Alec Phippen Offshore ChallengezBrooks Trap Mill Challenge 
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$1,000 - $4,999 cont’d
John and Judy Williams*
Bob Williams*
Justin J Wright*
Julian Zuke*

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Alec Phippenz
Abraham Philbrookz
Corea Lobster Co-op
Hamilton Marine (tee shirts)
Rockland Lobster Boat Races
Spruce Hd Fishermen’s Co-op
Swans Isl. Fishermen’s Co-op
Western Sea Inc.
York Lobstermen's Assoc.

Gifts In Memoriam
In honor of David Provencher :
Doris Ewing
In memory of Hugh Watts:
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr
In loving memory of Sherri
Cook:
Robin Amorello
Antonina Pelletier
Susan Salomon
Jeanne Rapone

.

Gifts $10,000 - $49,999
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Brooks Trap Mill
Colby & Gale
Machias Savings Bank

Gifts $50,000 & above
Donald Sussman

The Harbor Challenge:
Cape Porpoise Lobstermen:
$5300
Frenchboro Lobstermen:
$1085
York Harbor Lobstermen:
$4465

x
x
x
x
x

x
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
Woods Hole Group
Nick Salvi
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
508-540-8080
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com
INSURANCE
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

FUEL
Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

HYDRAULICS

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller
Ron Peck
9 Appollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
www.neprop.com
Discount on Marine propellers, shafting & related items, sales and repairs

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance

Lobster & Seafood

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available
WRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Bait
Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off bucket of hog hide. $40
off a pallet. 207-255-5955
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts
at these ﬁne
businesses!

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Gifts

Cross Insurance Arena
Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136
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MOCKLOBSTER, FITBUGS MAY BUOY PROFITS
By Melissa Waterman
A project undertaken in 2019 at the University of Maine hopes to maximize the
value of Maine’s lobster harvest. Researchers have created a FitBit for lobsters,
dubbed the “FitBug,” and a fake lobster made up of monitoring devices, known
as “MockLobster,” to understand how to keep more lobsters alive as they move
from trap to dealer.

A lobsterman was given a MockLobster to put in
one of his or her traps. The heart monitor was attached to a live lobster once the trap was hauled
and before the lobster went into the live tank.

A collaboration among the Maine Lobster Dealers’ Association, Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, and University of Maine faculty Damian Brady, Rick
Wahle, and Deborah Bouchard, Steve Jury of Saint Joseph’s College and Ben
Gutzler of Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve, the project began with
support through the University of Maine’s Research Reinvestment Fund. This
summer it received two additional years of funding through NOAA’s SaltonstallKennedy grant program.

When the crate with the MockLobster and
lobster wearing a FitBug arrived at a buyer’s
facility, a project intern examined each lobster
in the crate to determine its degree of health.
Then the intern would take blood samples
from the lobsters to detect bacterial infection and specific markers of stress, explained
Leeman. “During the summer we had two interns who would examine one, maybe two
crates per week,” she said.

The University has developed FitBugs and MockLobsters to measure various
stressors experienced by lobsters to address shrink. “Shrink” is the term used
in the lobster industry to describe the mortality rate of lobsters after they are
hauled from the sea. From the moment they come over the gunnel, lobsters are
subjected to variations in temperature, potential rough handling by lobstermen
and dock workers, and numerous other stresses that affect their overall health.

The mortality rate of lobsters landed in Maine
A “FitBug” attached to a
varies from 3% to 7%, according to lobster
surprised lobster. Photo
dealers. Maine lobstermen landed 100,725,000
by C. Leeman.
pounds in 2019. A 3% to 7% shrink rate means
between 3,021,00 and 7,050,750 pounds of lobster died. That, in turn, translates into a lot of money lost.

Cassandra Leeman, an M.S. student at the University of Maine working with
Brady, is the project’s coordinator. Several lobster processors, including Luke’s
Lobster and Ready Seafood, are taking part in the study as industry members.
“We started making contacts with docks this winter but then the pandemic
hit,” Leeman said. The study’s goal is to track the wellbeing of lobsters from the
moment they are caught in a trap to the moment they arrive at a dealer’s facility. To do that, Gutzler created two unusual pieces of equipment: a fake lobster
and a heart monitor for live lobsters.

A small company in Nova Scotia also has been devising ways to monitor a lobster’s journey from trap to dealer. Sedna Technologies, based in Dartmouth,
uses a mobile app and sensors to monitor and track temperature and dissolved
oxygen in the lobsters’ environment, starting with a detailed breakdown of the
water quality in the live tanks on the boats. The monitors ring an alarm on a
lobsterman or dealer’s cell phone so that the issue, for example, low dissolved
oxygen levels, can be addressed. If the lobster should die, both the lobsterman
and the dealer can pinpoint exactly where the death occurred. “They have approached us about perhaps using their equipment next year,” Leeman said.

The MockLobster is made up of monitoring devices that record temperature, light,
and the rate of acceleration experienced by the lobster. Acceleration tells researchers if the lobster or the crate it is in has been moved rapidly or bumped hard.
Lobsters are particularly susceptible to damage when flung into tanks or dropped
sharply in a crate on the dock. The heart monitor or FitBug straps onto a live lobster
and continuously monitors and logs the lobster’s movements and heart rate.
This summer the study team linked up with three mid-coast lobster wharves.
“We did about three runs per dock per month. We hadn’t used the equipment
before so this was a way to smooth out the wrinkles,” Leeman said.

With an additional two years of funding, the study will expand its geographic
range to southern Maine, midcoast and Downeast lobster wharves next summer. “We will have much more data, which will allow us to look at variability in
shrink by region, season, by dock and even by lobsterman,” Leeman said. The
research will provide detailed data on specific places where stress has a detrimental effect on a lobster’s health. “Before the project ends we will be able to
identify where the stressors are in the supply chain and work with industry to
find cost effective ways to correct those problems,” she said.

Old
d Schooll Pig
g Hide
e
From one fisherman to another….

We save you money!
31 Number Nine Rd, Cutler, ME 04626
oldschooltrucking2@gmail.com
207--812--5211

MLA
A members
s gett $1
1 offf perr bucket
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DMR AQUACULTURE
LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR OCTOBER (as of 9/28/20)
Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Mussel Bound Inc.

N of Thomas Isl. Frenchman Bay

Bar Harbor

3.58 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comment Period Ended 8/24/19

Downeast Institute

Near Mud Hole Pt, Estrn Bay, Mud Hole
Cove

Beals

4 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Held 2/4/20

Downeast Institute

Joan's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern
bay

Beals

0.84 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Appl. submitted, comments due 9/11/20

Downeast Institute

Elmer's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern
Bay

Beals

1.14 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Appl. submitted, comments due 10/2/20

Ferda Farms LLC

E Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows River

Brunswick

3.86

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments closed 6/18/2020

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler
Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 yrs

Comments due 4 pm 4/3/20

Deep Blue Aquaculture

W of Hog Isl, Penobscot bay

Deer Isle

3.86 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Lease is GRANTED 9/10/20

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed as of 11/1/19

Victor Doyle

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Saltwind Seafarm LLC

opp side Demis Bar, Nonesuch River

Scarborough

3.15 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due 4 pm 4/5/20

Saltwind Seafarm

Nonesuch River

Scarborough

3 yrs

Lease denied 9/3/2020

Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC

E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay

So Freeport

3.85 acres

3 yrs

appl. rec'd; comment period closes 8/2/20

Shellfish

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Western Bay Oyster Co.

off Old House Cove, Western Bay, Spruce Pt

Bar Harbor

3.36 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public hearing scheduled 10/13/20 2 pm

Tightrope Farms

south of Carlton Island, Salt Pond

Blue Hill

7.25

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 10/20/2019

Community Shellfish Co., LLC

W of Oar Isl & N of Hog Isl, Medomak River Bremen

4.19 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing scheduled for 9/15/20

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl and

Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/7/19

Summit Point LLC

S of Basket Island, Casco Bay: Long Island &

Chebeague Isl

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Schoodic Sea Farm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gldsboro Bay, Mill Pond Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session for July 20, 2020

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth & Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Black Stone Point Oysters LLC

Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

12.98 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing: 10/20/20 3 pm

Christopher Dickenson

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/1/19

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

Dodge Lower Cove, Damariscotta River

Edgecomb

8.22

Oysters

20 yrs

Lease renewal approved 6/16/2020

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

Eliot

2.75 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 3/18/20

Taunton Bay Oyster Co., Inc.

No of Hatch pt, Taunton Bay

Franklin

5.87 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Scoping Session sched for 10/13/20 6 pm

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco
Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/11/19

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 1/13/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/13/19

Georgetown Aquaculture LLC

Robinhood Cove

Georgetown

26.68

Oysters/Quahogs

20 yrs

Ammendment is granted

Taunton Bay Oyster Co., Inc.

SE of Sullivan Bridge, Taunton Bay

Hancock

2.38 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched for 10/6/20 6 pm

Princes Pt Oysters, LLC

SW of Doughtys Pt, Ewin Narrows

Harpswell

2.5 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application withdrawn 8/27/2020

Ocean Resources, Inc

Jordan River

Lamoine

2.96 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping session sched for 10/17/20 10 am

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta River Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed 3/20/20

Maine Island Aquaculture

Marsh Cove

North Haven

15 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Sess. scheduled: 8/2/20 11:00 am

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Mook Sea Farms Inc.

S of Wiley Pt & N of Fitch Pt, Damaris.
River

South Bristol

3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/9/19

Brian Harvey

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Peter W Fransisco

E of Middle Ground, New Meadows River

West bath

5.5 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing scheduled for 3/10/20

Amanda Moeser

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/30/19

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site Review Complete as of 4/2/20

Thomas Henninger

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Site Review pending as of 11/15/20

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable
For more information, visit the DMR website
www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”
The MLA recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button
at the bottom of their aquaculture page.
Scoping
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site
Review

Public
Hearing

Understand the process! You can make a difference!

DMR
Decision
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Diabetes, a silent killer
By Stephen Kasteler, MD, MPH and Ann Backus, MS
Do you know anyone who has had a heart attack? Or who has gone on dialysis?
Or who has had a toe, foot, or finger amputated? I hope the answer to all those
questions is a resounding “No.” But chances are that you said “Yes” to at least
one of them.
Heart disease is a major cause of death in America. Data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) show that in recent years, more than
610,000 people per year died from heart disease. Kidney failure—which requires dialysis for treatment—afflicts another 661,000 Americans. Risk factors
for these well-known diseases include some that are very visible, like smoking
and obesity. Other risk factors can sneak up on you, like high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, and diabetes—the “silent killers.”
Diabetes is known as a silent killer because
people often don’t have any symptoms or may
miss the symptoms altogether, especially early
in the disease. In fact, the CDC estimates that
in 2018, there were 1.4 million Americans ages
18-44 with undiagnosed diabetes. That’s on
top of the 3.6 million Americans in this age
group who were aware of their diabetes diagnosis.
Some early symptoms of diabetes (known clinically as Diabetes Mellitus or DM) are easy to
overlook, such as fatigue, excessive thirst, and
frequent urination. Everyone has days when
they feel tired, but if you’re getting enough
sleep and you’re still tired, don’t dismiss your
fatigue. And of course, feeling thirsty or needing to urinate can be related to your hydration
level. Maybe you’re feeling thirsty because you
actually haven’t been drinking enough water (not uncommon in a busy, physically demanding job) or you have to urinate because
you really have been drinking a lot of water. If
this describes you on one or two days, then it
probably is just related to your hydration level. But if you’re feeling as if you’re thirstier than other lobstermen or you notice
that you’re going to the bathroom more frequently these days, then maybe it’s
time to talk with a healthcare professional. Other symptoms of diabetes include weight loss, blurry vision, poor wound healing, and tingling or loss of
feeling in your fingers and toes.
Do you have a family history of diabetes? Both types of diabetes (Type 1—typically beginning in childhood, and Type II—adult onset) tend to run in families,
although we still don’t understand exactly how they are inherited. Part of the
challenge of understanding diabetes is that both genetic and environmental
factors play a role in who develops the disease. If you have a family member
with diabetes, you are at increased risk, but that risk may be because you’ve
been exposed to the same environment and lifestyle as your parents or siblings.
Even if you are healthier than most of your family, it’s reasonable to consider
getting screened with a simple blood test periodically to be sure that diabetes
isn’t sneaking up on you, too.

physically inactive. Please note that being overweight and physical inactivity
are related but different risk factors!
Diet is the main driver of weight gain, as well as the main tool in weight loss.
When someone is overweight or obese, their body has more volume and more
cells, which means that the pancreas has to work harder to make enough insulin
to circulate throughout the body. We’re not entirely sure why, but the cells also
become more resistant to insulin. Weight loss can reverse the volume problem
and exercise (even independent of weight loss) has been shown to help reverse
insulin resistance. If you are diagnosed with diabetes, don’t give up. Work with
your healthcare professionals to get healthy again. With diligence and determination, you can control and even reverse diabetes.
So how do you catch this silent killer before it’s too late? There are several things
you can do. First is to be aware of the disease and know what the symptoms are
so that you don’t dismiss them. This includes
watching out for your fellow crewmembers
and helping them notice these symptoms in
themselves, too. Second, discuss your risk of
diabetes with your healthcare professional
and ask about screening. In the past, getting
checked for diabetes involved having blood
drawn after fasting, but now, your doctor is
most likely to use a test called a hemoglobin
A1c, usually just called an “A1c.” This test does
not require you to fast. It’s more helpful than
a fasting blood glucose test because it gives
your healthcare professional a better idea of
what your average blood sugar has been over
the past 3 months. And third, focus on fending
off diabetes altogether with healthy lifestyle
choices, such as eating a balanced diet, exercising regularly, only drinking alcohol in moderation, and not smoking.
Preventing diabetes is far easier than treating
it. As a community, we can support each other
in making healthy choices and fending off this
modern disease.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

You may be wondering, “What does it mean to have diabetes or high blood
sugar? I thought my body needed sugar to function.” Our bodies are incredible
and use many different molecules for energy, including protein and fat, but all
of our tissues can readily use glucose, a form of sugar. When our bodies are
functioning well, they regulate how much glucose is in our blood at any given
time. This regulation is accomplished by the pancreas, which makes insulin.
When blood sugar levels are high, insulin is released by the pancreas. This insulin then acts as a signal to cells that excess sugar is circulating in the blood
and needs to be absorbed. The cells respond to the insulin signal and absorb
the glucose from the bloodstream, thus bringing the glucose levels back down.
In adults, diabetes usually develops along a spectrum going from “pre-diabetes,” also known as insulin resistance, to full-blown diabetes. In pre-diabetes,
your body’s cells stop reacting normally to insulin. At this stage, your cells are
like unruly teenagers. Even though the pancreas is making insulin and telling
your cells what to do, your cells aren’t listening, and they don’t absorb the excess glucose. This is known as insulin resistance. In this scenario, your blood
glucose levels will stay elevated. If you don’t address the pre-diabetes at this
point, then full-blown diabetes can develop. After working really hard to make
a lot of insulin—which is akin to the pancreas yelling at your cells all of the
time—the pancreas can begin to wear out and stop producing enough insulin—kind of like a parent who gets tired and gives up trying to discipline their
teenager. Eventually, the pancreas can become completely overwhelmed and
may stop making insulin altogether.
Why does diabetes start and how do I prevent it? As mentioned earlier, it can
be complicated. Many factors can contribute to the development of diabetes.
In 2018, 89% of adults diagnosed with diabetes were overweight and 38% were

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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LOBSTER ZONE COUNCILS’ SUB-COMMITTEES RECOMMEND
CONSERVATION EQUIVALENCIES, PART OF WHALE PLAN
By Melissa Waterman
Maine and other New England states with a lobster fishery are developing
plans to reduce the risk of entanglement by North Atlantic right whales in lobster gear by 60% as required by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).
The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) submitted a plan for the
Maine lobster fishery to NMFS in January. The plan was subsequently presented to all seven lobster zone councils for discussion this past winter.
In addition to minimum traps per trawl and incorporating weak points in
endlines, a key component of DMR’s proposal is conservation equivalencies,
a provision which would allow the individual lobster management zones to
implement measures that achieve conservation outcomes equivalent to the
overall plans. This provision enables lobstermen in different zones to operate
under different suites of rules, ones that work for their local fishing practices,
oceanographic conditions, and safety concerns.
Each lobster zone council formed a sub-committee of lobstermen, some of
whom do not serve on the council, to consider conservation equivalency measures that adapt the DMR plan to better fit the needs of their zone. All the subcommittees met with DMR to ensure that their zone’s recommendations were
equivalent to the state plan. The sub-committees brought or will bring their
recommendations to their respective lobster zone council for discussion and
vote in late September and early October.
All seven lobster zone sub-committees put forward a proposal
for a conservation equivalency
based on changes to trawling
up measures and use of weak
points (designed to break at 1,700
pounds pressure) in vertical lines
fished in federal waters. Variation
among the recommendations

Weak points, that allow a line to
break at 1,700 pounds pressure,
may be part of the final Maine
whale plan. MLA photo.

is due to differences in local fishing practices, oceanographic conditions and
safety concerns, noted Sarah Cotnoir, DMR lobster zone council liaison.
“The sub-committees at first were concerned that the plan suggested they put
more weight on each trawl while also making the lines weaker,” she explained.
“But later they looked at the current Maine proposal and options and came
around to understanding that weak points weren’t as problematic as they
thought.”
Weak point connection types are currently being tested by DMR and include
several types brought forward by fishermen who visited the testing facility in
Boothbay Harbor with DMR staff. Those types include a single or double sheet
bend and a lazy splice.
Other options being developed include a manufactured weak point that will be
similar to a plastic dog bone but will be designed to go through the hauler better. All variations being tested will use a variety of rope diameters and manufacturers to determine the variability in breaking strength. This work is ongoing and is being supported by several different grant projects funded by NOAA’s
Section 6 Species Recovery Grants to States, the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund,
and the Bycatch Reduction Engineering Program.

Summary of Conservation Equivalency Proposals for Maine Lobster Zones
September 2020
Distance from shore

STATUS QUO
(2014)

DMR
Zone A
Proposal
(12/ 2019)

Zone B

Zone C

Zone D

Zone E

Zone F

Zone G

Minimum Trawl Length
shore to exemption line

N/A

status
quo

status
quo

status
quo

status
quo

status
quo

status
quo

status
quo

status quo

exemption line to 3 miles

2’s

3’s

3’s

3’s

2’s

2’s

3’s

3’s

3’s

3 to 6 miles

3’s

4’s/8’s

8’s/16’s

5’s/10’s

5’s/10’s

10’s

10’s

10’s

10’s

6 to 12 miles

5’s (A,B,C)
10’s (D,E,F,G)

8’s/15’s

10’s/20’s

5’s/10’s

10’s/20’s

10’s

10’s

10’s

20’s

12+ miles

15’s with
20’s (F/G)
Nov thru end Feb

25’s

25’s

25’s

20’s

20’s

20’s

26’s

30’s

1 point
½ way down

Weak Points in Buoy Lines
shore to 3 miles

N/A

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

1 point
½ way
down

3 to 12 miles

N/A

2 points
¼&½
down

1 point
1/3 way
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

1 point
1 point
1/3 down 1/3 way down

12+ miles

N/A

1 point
1/3 down

1 point
1/3 way
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

2 points
¼&½
down

1 point
1 point
1/3 down 1/3 way down
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MAJOR CHANGE IN ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES
COMMISSION MENHADEN MANAGEMENT
By Melissa Waterman

The study found that over the ten-year period of
2008 to 2017, the fishery “harvested an average of
less than one percent of the total menhaden population, with the remaining percent of the menhaden stock left in the ocean serving as food for
predators and other species. … Another important
measurement, fecundity, has reached a near-record
high, and is well above the threshold level set by the
ASMFC,” Cadrin wrote.

In August, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) adopted Ecological
Reference Points (ERPs) for the management of
Atlantic menhaden. ERPs consider the role played
by a fish species within the larger ecosystem, e.g.
what importance it has as a predator or prey. The
2021-2022 quota for menhaden, which will be set
by the ASMFC this month, will be based on ERPs.
“Managers are looking at a wide range of options
ranging from no reduction through fairly sizable
[>40%],” Matthew Cieri, a Department of Marine
Resources biologist, explained in an email.
Management decisions for menhaden now will be
based on how it interacts with other species, in particular striped bass because it is sensitive to menhaden fluctuations. The striped bass population
remains low and is considered overfished.

The link between menhaden and striped bass
is one element of the Ecological Reference
Point which will be used by ASFMC in setting
the menhaden quota in October. NOAA photos.

The ASMFC’s recent vote was a major shift from
“single species management” of fish stocks, which
weighs such factors as mortality and reproduction
rates, fishing pressure and other variables, to “multi-species management,” which considers the balance between a sustainable ecosystem and commercial and recreational fisheries.
A recent study by Steve Cadrin of the University
of Massachusetts Dartmouth published by the
Science Center for Marine Fisheries found that the
vast majority of menhaden remain in the water at
current fishing levels.

The 2020 quota for Atlantic menhaden was 216,000
metric tons. The majority of landings goes to the
reduction fishery, in which menhaden are used to
produce fish meal and oil. Approximately 30% of
landings serve as an essential bait supply for several Atlantic coast fisheries, including lobster.
At the ASMFC’s meeting in October, the
Commissioners will use ERPs for menhaden to set
the Total Allowable Catch, as well as move forward
on new measures to rebuild the Atlantic coast’s
striped bass stocks. Maine’s 2020 menhaden quota
allocation was 2.4 million pounds (1,088.6 metric
tons). Maine fishermen were allowed to catch an
additional 4.7 million pounds (2,131.8 metric tons)
through the Episodic Event Set Aside program
before the fishery transitioned to the small-scale
menhaden fishery which limits harvester vessels to
landing 6,000 pounds per day.

Keliher continued from page 3

USDA trade relief —You may have already read about relief for Maine fishermen coming from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This program is intended
to compensate fishermen for losses resulting from China’s retaliatory tariffs.

I have directed staff to pull together monthly communications that will be sent
out via email to help keep information flowing. If ever you have issues, you
know how to find us, and I would encourage you to reach out.

We’ve been working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency in Maine to help fishermen navigate the application process. This relief fund will provide Maine lobstermen who have a valid 2020 license and had 2019 landings 50 cents for every
pound harvested in 2019. This is good news for an industry that has suffered
under the weight of more than its fair share of challenges.

Like I said, 2020 is one for the books. But in the face of unprecedented global
market loss, you’ve worked hard to change how you do business. And you’ve
continued to lean into the challenge of more regulations and worked with DMR
on ways to protect whales and preserve the future of this industry.

Communications from DMR
In September I sent an email out to the industry regarding communications. It
is clear that COVID has created challenges on this front. Webinars don’t allow
for those sidebar chats that also allow the department to help communicate
issues beyond the focus of a specific call.
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Despite the uncertainty of the past 10 months and based on what I have observed from this industry, it looks as though there is a light at the end of the
tunnel.
Here’s to 2021!
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In the
NEWS
SEA GRANT AMERICAN LOBSTER INITIATIVE RECEIVES
SECOND YEAR OF FUNDING
The Maine Sea Grant Program in conjunction with University of Maine scientists announced in September that the second year of the Sea Grant American
Lobster Initiative (ALI) received $2 million in federal funding. This is the second year in a row that $2 million was awarded to the ALI; the 2020 funds will
be split up among smaller projects. All the research will focus on how lobster is
adapting to a changing climate in the Gulf of Maine and in other New England
waters. In addition to four Maine organizations that will receive support, the
Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association will receive $326,556 to invest in
lobster monitoring efforts to better understand their early lifecycle.
FEDS DENY APPLICATION FOR PORTLAND DREDGING
MONEY
The federal Department of Transportation
in September turned down an application
from the city of Portland for funds to help
pay for dredging around the city’s piers
and wharves. The cost of dredging the
harbor and disposing of the waste will
run about $30 million. The state, cities of
Portland and South Portland, and wharf
owners would all contribute, but most
of the money would come from the federal government. As much as 25% of the
space around piers has been lost because
of the silt buildup. The city, fishermen
and wharf owners have been trying to get
funding for dredging for about 30 years.
This year’s application was made under a
public works grant program from which
Maine received about $50 million, mostly
for bridge repairs.

ORPC SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH EASTPORT
Ocean Renewable Power Company recently signed a memorandum of understanding with the city of Eastport on a five-year plan to develop a $10-million
microgrid primarily powered by tidal generation. The project is an opportunity
for ORPC to expand its reach as the company develops a market for ocean- and
river-based generation in an industry largely dominated by solar and wind.
ORPC first demonstrated its tidal power device in Eastport from 2012 to 2013,
at which point the device was removed from the water due to a manufacturing
defect. The company has spent the years since improving its designs. Current
systems use turbines positioned parallel to the ocean floor and perpendicular
to the current, submerged at depths that allow boats to pass above, to generate
electricity.
UNDERWATER GLIDERS LISTEN FOR RIGHT WHALES
Kim Davies, a professor at the University of New Brunswick at Saint John, helped
develop an underwater acoustic glider that can monitor for whales, including
the endangered North American right whale. It detected two right whales in
the Laurentian Channel shortly after being launched earlier this summer. The
unmanned gliders move back and forth through the water by changing buoyancy. The glider has a hydrophone sensor attached, which records the sounds
of the ocean. A software system then processes the acoustic data and picks out
the different whale calls. Two gliders spent the summer in the southern area of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in the shipping lanes of the Laurentian Channel,
which the whales are known to pass through.
DMR ALSO LISTENS FOR RIGHT WHALES

Photo courtesy of Portland Press
Herald.

In collaboration with NOAA Fisheries, Maine Department of Marine Resources
deployed acoustic devices to listen for right whales at eight locations inside
of state waters along the Maine coast. The sites chosen are the same as those
sampled by the DMR in 2010 to enable researchers to compare the data for differences over time.
The fixed archival-acoustic recorders continuously detect and record sounds
for three months. Then they are retrieved, the batteries refreshed, and the recorded data downloaded before they are redeployed at the same location. This
cycle will be repeated four times to obtain a full 12 months of data, which will
be analyzed to identify captured sounds, including any calls made by North
Atlantic right whales.
“We are excited to partner on this project to begin to understand how right
whales might use nearshore waters in Maine,” said Erin Summers, lead of the
Division of Biological Monitoring and Assessment at DMR. “It is a data gap that
has implications for Maine’s fixed-gear fisheries that operate close to shore.”

Map showing locations of eight passive acoustic monitors along the
Maine coast. NOAA image.
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FRIENDSHIP TRAP OWNER PASSES
AWAY
From PenBayPilot obituary
Christopher Scott Anderson, 58, of Washington, Maine, passed
away unexpectedly on September 2. He was born on January 22,
1962 in Dayton, Ohio. Chris spent his childhood in many different parts of the U.S. He lived as a teenager in Grapevine, Texas,
where he taught himself to play the guitar and became active in
his church. There Chris began writing and singing his own music
and teaching guitar. He graduated from Grapevine High School
and later from Texas A & M with a B.A. in industrial engineering.
Chris worked for several large corporations during his career,
including IBM, Dell, Best Buy, and Avery Dennison. In 2011, he
Photo courtesy of
purchased Friendship Trap Company from founder Pike Bartlett.
Fishermen’s Voice.
The purchase allowed his family to move permanently to Maine,
where they had often vacationed. At Friendship Trap he continued the company’s commitment to customers, innovation, service and quality.
Chris wrote on the Friendship Trap web site, “When I was investigating this company and deciding whether to purchase it, it became clear to me that Friendship Trap has a well-deserved
reputation for making traps that are built the best, built to last, and built your way — at least
that’s how I characterized it based on what I was learning. I really like the basic commitment
to customers that this philosophy demonstrates, and it is the kind of company I wanted to be
associated with. So when I bought the company several years ago, we adopted that as a motto
— Built the Best, Built to Last, Built Your Way. It’s what we stand for and guides the decisions
we make every day.”
Chris was chairman of and a delegate for the Republican Committee in Washington. Family
and friends knew him as a loyal, devoted, faithful, committed Christian, and a passionate
man who thoroughly enjoyed creating, whether it was songs, worship, food or new manufacturing processes.

NEW GEAR MARKING RULES IN EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 1
TRAP GEAR FISHED WITHIN WATERS INSIDE THE
EXEMPTION LINE:
•

THREE PURPLE MARKS- 36” purple mark within
top two fathoms, 12” purple mark midway, 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy line. (No green marks
allowed inside the exemption line).

•

OPTIONAL FOR BUOY LINES LESS THAN 100 FT:
TWO PURPLE MARKS- 36” purple mark within top
two fathoms and 12” purple mark at bottom of the
buoy line. (No green marks allowed inside the exemption line).

TRAP GEAR FISHED WITHIN WATERS OF THE SLIVER
AREA (between exemption line and 3nm line) and
WITHIN FEDERAL WATERS OUTSIDE THE 3nm LINE):
•

FOUR PURPLE MARKS and ONE GREEN MARK- 36”
purple mark and 6” green mark within top two fathoms, 12” purple mark at top of buoy line, 12” purple
mark midway, 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy
line.

•

OPTIONAL FOR BUOY LINES LESS THAN 100 FT:
TWO PURPLE MARKS and ONE GREEN MARK- 36”
purple mark and 6” green mark within top two fathoms, and 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy line.

BIG BOATS NAVIGATE THE MAINE
COAST THIS SUMMER
By Melissa Waterman
The Riviera, an 800-foot cruise ship, may have spent the summer tied up to Eastport’s breakwater as a result of the federal government’s no-sail order earlier this year, but other, private vessels, not quite as large, have been plying Maine’s coastline this summer. And that has
posed a few problems for the state’s lobstermen.
“Yes, there’s been an increase in larger yachts
this summer,” said Rockland harbormaster Matt
Ripley. While the city was not visited by the giant
Carnival Cruise Lines vessels of past summers,
billionaire David Geffen’s 453-foot yacht, Rising
Sun, was seen on the waters of Penobscot Bay
in July, anchoring in Camden briefly. The 180foot yacht Silver Shalis, owned by New York City
developer Larry Silverstein, also spent time in
Rockland Harbor in August. Ripley noted that
Rising Sun in Penobscot Bay. Photo
some of the largest boats — those greater than
courtesy of Mount Desert Islander.
253 feet in length — require a pilot when entering a harbor. The Penobscot Bay and River Pilots
Association reported that its members piloted five private yachts this summer, more than in
any other year.
Rockland has two federal anchorages, one to the south and another just inside its mile-long
breakwater. There have been very few problems from the vessels encountering local lobstering gear, explained Ripley, primarily because the large yachts drop anchor in one of the two
anchorages. “From a navigational standpoint, they know where they are,” he said.
That hasn’t been the case in Kennebunkport, where lobsterman Laurin Brooks has lost several traps this summer. “There is no dedicated anchorage for yachts here,” he said. “They anchor in deeper water which is where my traps are.” This summer he moved his traps twice
to avoid the large yachts. The Kennebunkport harbormaster established an area outside the
town breakwater in deep water for larger private yachts to anchor, but that area is not a federally recognized anchorage and thus does not show up on charts. It is identified on the town’s
web site.
“Where they want to anchor is soft bottom,” Brooks continued. “A lot of us fish there in the
summer.” He pointed out that most captains, when contacted by local lobstermen, are willing
to move outside of the fishing area. “They work with us,” Brooks said. “But they need a place
where no one fishes.”
Raelene Pert, Stonington harbormaster, has had few if any problems with large private yachts.
“We don’t have a lot of deep water here,” she explained. Out in Eggemoggin Reach things
are different. Giant vessels, such as Magic, have found anchorage there. “[The big boats] kick
the living shit out of traps,” said lobsterman Christopher Pert, her husband. The only change
this summer for harbormaster Pert has been the demand for moorings. “Before, I would get
maybe 20 or 30 calls for moorings. This summer it’s been 30 to 70 calls and they will call me
at 9 o’clock at night!”

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888
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FINDING THE FUN IN FUNDRAISING FOR THE MLA
This summer many people and businesses contributed to the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association’s Legal Defense Fund through multiple T-shirt sales,
ingenious challenges and successful auctions. But perhaps no one has made
raising funds for the MLA’s legal efforts more personal than Jay Perrotta.
Jay is a salesman for Mack Boring and Parts Company [note: Mack Boring is a
business sponsor of Landings]. His job takes him throughout the coast of Maine
where he is especially well known at the lobster boat races. Jay took up the fundraising torch for the Legal Defense Fund in his own unique way.
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By June, three months into the COVID-19 lockdown, Jay’s hair has grown long,
as long as it was way back in 1982. As a hockey player, Jay was fond of the hairstyle known as a “mullet.” So he set up a GoFundMe page in which he presented
a challenge: If he could raise $500, he would get a “mullet” haircut and keep it
for three months, despite the objections of his wife and daughters.
The many responses quickly led Jay to up his ante. After reaching $500, he
pledged to dye his hair Scania orange, a particularly brilliant hue found on
many boat engines, if the donations reached $1000. The photos tell the story.
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Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
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